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SUBJECT: NEW TURKISH AMBASSADOR TO CYPRUS 

REF: NICOSIA 1959 

1. THE APPOINTMENT OP CANDEMIR ONHON AS AMBASSADOR TO 
CYPRUS HAS BEEN RUMORED IN ANKARA, BUT HAS NOT YET BEEN 
OPFIICIALLY CONPIRMED. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REPTEL REQUEST, WE ARE 
PORWARDING THE POLLOWING BIO INFORMATION: ONHON WAS BORN IN 
ISTANBUL, TURKEY IN 1933. HE IS A GRADUATE OF GALATASARAY 

LYCEE IN ISTANBUL AND THE ANKARA UNIVERSITY PACULTY OP LAW. 

HE ENTERED THE TURKISH POREIGN SERVICE IN 1956 AND WAS ON 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING 1957 AND 1958 POR MILITARY SERVICE. 

IN NOVEMBER 1958 HE WAS ASSIGNED TO NATO AS A THIRD AND 
THEN SECOND SECRETARY. HE ALSO SERVED AS CONSUL IN KOMOTINI, 
GREECE PROM 1963 TO 1965. PROM 1965 TO 1968 HE WORKED 
IN NATO AND GREEK-CYPRUS DEPARTMENTS AT THE POREIGN 
MINISTRY. PROM 1968 TO 1971 HE SERVED IN CYPRUS AND WAS 
THEN COUNSELOR IN ATHENS, RETURNING TO ANKARA IN 1972. 

SINCE 1973 HE HAS SERVED AS CHEP DU CABINET POR PRESIDENT 
PARIH KORUTURK. 

2. ONHON IS MARRIED AND HAS AT LEAST ONE CHILD. HE AND 

HIS WIFE, BIRSEN, SPEAK BOTH PRENCH AND ENGLISH ALTHOUGH THEY 
ARE MORE COMFORTABLE IN THE PORMER. ONHON HAS BEEN DESCRIBED 
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DIPLOMAT WHOSE CAREER BEARS WATCHING.” 

3. WE HAVE FOUND ONHON VERY FRIENDLY AND ACCESSIBLE. HE 
AND HIS WIFE ARE AN ATTRACTIVE COUPLE AND ARE HIGHLY SOUGHT 
AFTER IN THE DIPLOMATIC SOCIAL CIRCUITHERE. HE IS EXTREMELY 
LOYAL TO PRESIDENT KORUTURK. 

4. ONHON, IF CONFIRMED, WILL BRING TO HIS NEW JOB AN UNUSUAL 
DEPTH OF EXPERIENCE IN CYPRUS-GREECE AFEAIRS, WITH PREVIOUS 
SERVICE IN BOTH NICOSIA AND ATHENS, DESK-LEVEL EXPERIENCE IN 

THE MFA, AND EXPOSURE TO TOP-LEVEL DECSION-MAKING DURING 
THE LAST THREE YEARS. 

MACOMBER 
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